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1. Question: Itemize all the things the United States GAO does. 
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---------- Question: Itemize all the things the United States GAO does. ----------

Answer: The United States Government Accountability Office (GAO) is an independent, non-partisan agency that works for 
Congress to improve the performance and accountability of federal programs. The GAO's primary responsibilities include:

1. Auditing: Conducting audits of government programs and activities to determine their effectiveness, efficiency, and economy. 
2. Investigations: Investigating allegations of wrongdoing or mismanagement in government programs and activities. 
3. Evaluation: Evaluating the performance of federal programs and activities to identify best practices and areas for improvement. 
4. Compliance: Ensuring that federal agencies comply with laws, regulations, and policies related to their operations. 
5. Testimony: Providing testimony before Congress on issues related to government programs and activities. 
6. Reports: Publishing reports summarizing the results of audits, evaluations, investigations, and other work products. 
7. Recommendations: Making recommendations for improving federal programs and activities based on audit findings and evaluation 

results.

Specifically, the GAO's responsibilities include:

1. Auditing: 
 Conducting financial statement audits to ensure that federal agencies' financial statements are accurate and reliable. 
 Reviewing internal controls to determine whether they are adequate and effective in preventing fraud, waste, and abuse.

2. Investigations: 
 Investigating allegations of wrongdoing or mismanagement in government programs and activities. 
 Providing recommendations for improving the management and oversight of government programs and activities.

3. Evaluations: 
 Conducting evaluations of federal programs to determine their effectiveness, efficiency, and economy. 
 Identifying best practices and areas for improvement in federal programs and activities.

4. Compliance: 
 Ensuring that federal agencies comply with laws, regulations, and policies related to their operations. 
 Reviewing agency compliance with existing laws, regulations, and policies.

5. Testimony: 
 Providing testimony before Congress on issues related to government programs and activities. 
 Sharing expertise and insights gained from audits, evaluations, and investigations.

6. Reports: 
 Publishing reports summarizing the results of audits, evaluations, investigations, and other work products. 
 Providing recommendations for improving federal programs and activities based on audit findings and evaluation results.

Some specific examples of GAO's work include:

1. Auditing: Conducting financial statement audits to ensure that federal agencies' financial statements are accurate and reliable. 
2. Investigations: 

 Investigating allegations of wrongdoing or mismanagement in government programs and activities, such as the 2019 
investigation into the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) healthcare system.

3. Evaluations: 
 Conducting evaluations of federal programs to determine their effectiveness, efficiency, and economy, such as the 

evaluation of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
4. Compliance: Ensuring that federal agencies comply with laws, regulations, and policies related to their operations, such as 

reviewing agency compliance with existing laws and regulations. 
5. Testimony: 



 Providing testimony before Congress on issues related to government programs and activities, such as testifying before 
the House Committee on Oversight and Reform about the VA's healthcare system.

Overall, the GAO plays a critical role in ensuring that federal agencies are accountable for their actions and that they use taxpayer 
dollars effectively and efficiently.


